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Attitude of the Uni

fied by the Recommendations of

the Durnovo Commission
By Herman Bernstein

Boven years ago the Durnovo commis-
sion was appointed by the Czar to in-
vestigate the Russian passport system,
and particularly the foreign passport
system, with a view to introducing
reforms. The commission investigated
the problems and preparedan elaborate
report in 1905 and then went out of
existence,

No one outside of the close circle of
high Russian officinla knew what the
nature of the report or of its recom-
mendations was. But from time to
time the American Government was
given to understand that the Durnovo
commission was still at work upon the
pasaport question and that some day
reforms would be introduced and the
differences between the United States
and Russia would be adjusted by the
commission which has been dead now
for almost seven years.

The most surprising thing of all s
that the report submitted by the
Durnovo commission to the Czar in 1905
vontains recommendations which show
beyond the slightest doubt that the
attitude of the Unired States with re-
gard to the passport question was not
only correct but was known to the
Russian Government to be justifiable.

Senator Durnovo, who was at the
head of the commission, is known as
one of the most rabid reactionaries and

ted States Is Justi-

Department of the Russian Empire and
now exiled to Siberia for having helped
in exposing the agent provocateur,
Eugene Azeff,

The following are some of the more
important passages of the report dealing
particularly with the passport problem
for Jewish citizens of other countries:

New Passport Rules Needed.

A careful examination of the pasaport
regulations for foreigners now in foree
leads to the conclusion that these regu-
lations, enacted at different periods and
often on weparate occasions, have long
bhaan in pneed of a fundamental revision.
According to the conclusion of the repre-
sentative of the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs in the commission, thess regu-
lations, on account of their complicated
character and the mass of unnecessary
and annoying formalities in them, are
the cause of dissatisfaction on the part
of foreign Governments, dissatisfaction
which is fully justified.

The visé of Russian diplomats and
consuls is not required only for members
of foreign legations in Rusaia, for couriers
from foreign courts and for persons sent
by foreign states to our Government,
who are admitted on the passporta of their
own courts and Ministers. A foreigner
coming to the frontier without the re-
quired passport is immediately removed
across the frontier by the local police.
Certain categories of foreign subjects
are deprived of the right of entering the

Jew haters in Russia, and yet in his
report he admits that the treatment |
of foreign Jews by the Russian Govern- |
ment should be changed and that new |
laws should be made to meet modern |
eonditions,

Thia report is of special significance
because tha commisgion was composed
of many well known Rusgian officials |
of the highest rank and all of them renl- |

1ized that Russia was only causing her-t ¢ ivalinood. Here are also included

self harm by digeriminating against the
Jews of other countries.

Svyatopolk Mirsky, the former Prime
Minister, organized the special com-
mission under the supervision of the
Minister of the Interior. The Ministers
of Foreign Affairs, of Finanee, Justice |
and War were also represented. One |
of the members of the commission was
Alexander Lopukhin, actual Councillor
of State, former Director of the Police

| players, pedlers and vagranta in general,

| with the requirements of international

empire altogether, and the viséing of
their passports by the consulates and
legations is prohibited. These categories
include (1) mémbers of the Jesuitic or-
ders; (2) persons who for special personal
reasons are got allowed to enter Ruasia;
(3) persons who are considered politically
unreliable by our diplomatio representa-
tives and consuls; (4) gypsies, street organ

and (5) Rumanian Jews without means

Armenian-griesta who come to make col-
lections of money and who are admitted
only by special pertission of his Majesty.

Jews Who Are Admilted.
The regulations are on account of
their formality and their unjustified op-
presaiveness, at present not in harmony

life. ‘The Minister of the Interior is thsro-i
fore in sympathy with the attempt of
the commission fundamentally to miul

them and approves the project outlined
by it.

If the question of passporta for for-
oigners in genoral can be solved without
difficulties in such a way as to remove
some of the formalities admitted to be
unnecessary, the question of the admis-
#ion of foreign Jews into the empire is
extremely complicated. According to
article 230 of the statute on passports,
edition of 1003, vur embasaies, legations
agd consulates have the right to visé
the passports, In the same muanner as
those of other foreigners, only of Jews
“bankers and heads of well known Im-
portant business houses.” ‘Then *for-
eign Jews, particularly agents repre-
senting  Iimportant foreign  business
houses,” must, if they wish to go to Russia,
obtain special permission from the Min-
istry of the Interior and they may visit
“certain Smanufacturing and commercial
places in Russia and rémain there for
a oertain length of time, according to
discretion.”

This regulation, indefinite in meaning
and apt to cause various doubts in prac-
tios, has created many essential difficul-
ties for our commerce and manufactures,
In consequence whereof regulations ex-
planatory to article 230 of the statute
on paasporta were elaborated in 1891 by
the Ministry of the Interior in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and upon the insiatent demand of the
then Minister of Finance Vishnegradsky
for the expresa purpose of furthering
our commercial relations with weatern
Europe; thess explanatory regulations
received his Majesty's approval on March
14, 1801, These regulations were not pub-
lished and ocould not, therefore, be in-
included in the statute on passporta,
edition of 1003; nevertheless, they form
the law in operation at the present time
on this question.

Difficulties of the Law.

Though the regulationa'mentioned were
composed for the purpose of explaining
the law, they are as a matfdr of fact a
new law more favorable to the Jewns.
Under the pretext of explaining the
phrase “bankers and heads of well known
important business houses™ ‘Whose pass-
porta are viséd by our consuls without
the special permission of the Ministry of
the Interior, the rules of March 14, 1801,
identified with bankers and heada of busi-
ness hotses not only all Jews who are at
the head of all duly registered commercial
firms but also agents, representatives,
employees and commissioners. Then as
the need of wider personal relations with
weatern Europe became more and more
felt, the interprptation of the law was
further modified in a series of circular
ordinances to the extemt that partners
and members of commercial firms should
enjoy the same rights as their chiefs
and that the limitation of the number of

*|isters, deputios, artists, &e., whose com-

commission men, representatives and
agents sent by any one business houss to
Russia should be discouraged us hindering
the free commercial relations of large
foreign business houses with Russia and
as injurious to the interests of both sides.

In practice, however, the enforcement
of the law laid down in article 230, an well
as of the regulations of March 14, 1891, is
beset with endlese difficulties, regardless
of all explanatory circulars mentioned.
In the law as well as in the regulationsa
are not mentioned persons who conduct
business on their own account but who
are not directors of any businesa houses;
so-called drummers (commis voyageurs)
are also omitted. The registration of
busiress houses in various countries is
subject to a variety of conditions; in
Austria registration is not subject to any
rules and any small shopkeeper may in a
few hours register and have his passport
viséd by our consul; in England, on the
contrary, only corporations with limited
liability are registered.

Complaints and Delays.

Our consuls have no means of verifying
the certificates of registration, affidavits,
&0., and receiving besides many Jewish
passporta by mail they have no way of
telling whether the business house Indi-
oated is in actual existence or not. Many
Jews, as shown by documentary evidence
in the possession of the ministries of the
Interior and of Foreign Affairs, declare
themselves as not belonging to any relig-
jous denomination, and the consuls are
compelled to judge of their Jewish origin
by their appearance, which, regardless of
unpleasant arguments, ia the cause of end-
less complaints and complicated corre-
spondence.

But still greater difficulties are encoun-
tered in dealing with foreign Jews who
are not in business: doctors, savants, min-

ing to Russia {s subjeot to the permission
of the Minister of the Interior. In view
of all kinds of international congresses,
conventions, exhibitions, held at the pres-
sent time our representatives abroadare,
according to the statement of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, constantly under neces-
,sity of listening to complainta and re-
proaches ahout the oppressiveness of the
law reguluting the adinission of the above
named persons into Russia.

The permission to enter Russia is al-
ways granted in such cases, but the tele-
gruphic and postal communications which
take place in such cases require so imuch
time that sometimea a doctor has his pass-
part viséd for entering Russia after the
funeral of the patient whom he is asked
to attend. Scientific conferences and
congresses held in Russia are inevitably
accompanied by correspondence about
the Jews invited from foreign countries,
while the arrival of artists, musicians,

singers, &c., is generally preceded by
numeraus petitions involving correspond-
ence belween Lhe Department of Polive
and the second department of the Minis-
try of Forelgn Afairs. :

Workers Alone Kept Oul.

The same considerations could be ap-
plied to the petitions of foreign Jews
who are not in business and who wish to
come to Russia to visit their families, to
attend weddings, funerals, &c. Permis-
sion is often granted too late, after the
occasion for the visit has already passed
away,

The commission which was entrusted
with the task of formulating the project
of a statute on passports herewith sub-
mitted for consideration to the State
Council, having considered in all itsde-
tails the question of the admission of
foreign Jews into Russia, has ocome to
the conclusion, which in the opinion of
the Minister of the Interior is entirely
vorrect, namely that almost all Jews can
with the help of more or less compiicated
combinations obtain the visé of a consul
for enteriig the empire. In practice
artiole 230 and the regulations of March
14, 1891, hinder the arrival only of Jewish
workingmen, employees and generally of
all those engaged in inferiogbranches of
labor. All others who are In one way or
another conneoted with business, in view
of the oconditions described above, freely
enter Rusala. .

The established formalities, to which
all have become accustomed, are easily
evaded and in practices gperely compli-
oate the work of our officials.  For Jews
who are not in any way eonnected with
business their coming to Russia is merely
a question of time, and any person en-
gaged in a liberal profession may obtain
permission by sending in an application
in time. The question, therefore, is
whether it is possible, without changing
in the interests of our ocommerce and
manufactures the now existing statute
80 as to add new limitations and con-
straints, to formujate the working of the
law in a manner which would guarantee
ita accurate enforcement and which would
do away with all misunderstandings and
inconveniences which arise in practice
and which were pointed out above.

No Exact Law Practicable.

It is necessary to bear in mind that
the said misunderstandings and incon-
veniances arise partly during the viséing
of passporta by our consuls, partly be-
cause of the necessity of petitioning the
Minister of the Interior for permits. De-
voted to his great public duties, the Min-
ister cannot enter into a detailed exam-
ination of the numerous applications com-
ing in from foreign Jews who wish to come
to Russia for various purposes; in practioe
all applications are acted upon by the
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tor of the department cannot always
verify the grounds stated in the applica-
tions, If the department would conduct
an inquiry about each application, whether
a given person is actually sick or not,
whether he died or is to be married, whetler
the participation of a given singer in a
certain chorus is necessary or not, whether
a certain Jew is a professor, editor of a
newspaper, or not, &c., such inquiries
would require the expenditure of much
energy and time., In view of the many
other duties which require the attention of
officlals, the wolution of questions of this
kind is inevitably left to personal dis-
cretion unlimited and unregulated. ~ ~

& true picture of the state of affairs would'
seem to lead to the only pessible logical
oconclusion that it is extremely undesir-
able to make the admission of foreign
Jews into Russia dependent on pérmits
fesued in 8t. Petershurg and that, oon-
sequently, all limitations for Jews which
are oonsidered useful and le
should be alearly stated in the .aw for the
guidanoce of oonsuls viséing the passports
of all foreigners going to Russia; the’
Minister of the Interior, in aocordanoce
with the views of the ,commission, not
only finds it dificult to offer a formula
which would with sufficient clearness
point out to the consuls the oategories
of Jews whose passports should be viséd
without impediment, but ke thinks

the attempt to draw up aclear and exact
law on this question whioch should be
practicable at the same time is futile and’
will not lead to satiafactory results.

It is not sufficient to enumerate in the
law the categories of Jews under con-
sideration, for the consuls are not in a
position to verify the statements of per-
sans addressing them, while the enumera-
tion itself, no matter how detailed, cannot
include all nuances and shadings of com-
mercial, property, family, professional.
| and other relations of neighboring States
| In practios we shall have confusion at
first, adaptation to the new condition of
things afterward, and finally oircular
| explanations, which, like the regulations
of March 14, 1891, will lead to a complete
modification of the very essence of the
law by administrative measures.

One Ruls for All Proposed.

On the basis of the foregoing considera-
tions the Minister of the Interior is of the
| opinion’ that it is best to renounce all
!attempta of drawing up new and clearer

The above considepations which give |

-

Boldest Reactionaries Declare There
Should Be Radical Reform in
Issuing Tourist Permits

'Ru-h, and as the rules now in foree |, va
proved entirely unmatisfactory o,
tice, it would seem that they ¢!,

Kl he

abolished, leaving thus foreign Jowe oy«
ject only to the rules applicable 14 ..
eigners in general. This projositiog
by no means proves that the coming o
Jewn in desirable or a matter of inidifop.
ence; it is probably better that the numie

of vistfing Jews should gradiaily (.
crease, but in the opinion of the M i ep
of the Interior it is impossible to acheg,
this result by a new law without Making
pew litnitations the enforcement of wiyj, |,
would lead again to misunderstandiyg
and inconveniencos,
The equalization of Jews with oflur
foreigners whose cases are now sibiniiie|
for consideration to the State Council
requires & few more brief explanations
on two polnts. In the first place, is it
Just to allow foreign Jews more privileges
than are enjoyed by Russian Jewish sub.
Jecta whose admission into regions out.
side the Pale is subject to very essentia)
limitations? With reference to this point ¢
it is necessary to note that the lnw makes
no mention of the Pale, and that conse-
uently the general limitations concerning
ussian Jewish subjects are not applica-
ble to foreign Jews. Nevertheless at
the time the regulations of March 14, 189,
were proolaimed it became known that
the local authurities of mnnlv Boverumenta
(gouberpia) ord foreign Jows do-
into the Pale, wherefore Artiole ¢
of the said resullt ons stipulates that in
the consular visés the Pale should not be
mentioned. Thus even at the present
time all foreign Jews coming, as was
indicated above, with complete freedom
have the right to ignore the limitations
of the Jewish Pale. Any deviation from
existing regulations in t{e direction of
limitation would have, as has been many
times stated by the Minister of Finauce, a
bad effect on our commerce.
Having examined the prog;-.l‘ of the
statute on passports outlined by the con-
mission under the direction of Senator
Durnovo, the Minister of the Iuterior
cannot help noting that the exist
port system has iwcnmn deeply mm:f{
n the habits of the people as well as in
| our governmental institutions, . 'l he pres-
|ent project, changing, as it doos, the

very spirit and tendeucy of the systom,
must have a thoroughgoing influence
on the future methods and activitics of
the police and other authorities. [t s
therefore necessary, before the uew
regulations. are introduced into the lifs
of the people, to give the police authoriiis
as well as private personn suflicient time

to become famitiar with them, Wit
this purpose in view the Minister of the n-
terior would prukon- that the new sian
on passports should become law and

should begin to be enforced commencing

Department of Police, and even the direc- lruhl on the coming of foreign Jews into I January 1 of the following year, i9%.

OVER 800000 WOMEN TO VOTE FOR PRESIDENT

Presidential candidates will have to!
recken this year with the votes of more
than §00,000 women in rix States which |
oontrol thirty-seven electoral votes. |

The four States in which women were |
entitled to vote in 1908 had only fourteen |
alectoral votes, mo that the addition of |
Washington with seven votes and of Call-
fornia with thirteen to the equal suffrage |
list and the allotment of one more vo.e |
ench to Colorado, Idaho and Utah more |
than doubles the power of the woman's
ballot. It must he remembered also that
there is at least a posaibility that Ohio
will enfranohise women at the special
alection for the consideration of amend-
ments to the State Constitution soheduled
for July, and in this event twenty-four
more electoral votea would be subjeot
to feminine influence. Should the New
Hampshire conatitutional convention pass
favorably upon the woman suffrage
amendment, the women of that State
oould vote in November, as the New
Hampshire law does not require that the
amendment shall be submitted te the peo-
ple. New Hampshire has four electoral
votes.

If all goes well, then, from the suffragist
point of view woman wiil have something
to say about 85 out of 531 votes in the Eleo-
toral College.

How will the women vote? Will their
ballots be cast strictly along party lines,
or will they favor whomever they conaider
the best man regardiess of the platform
on which he is nominated? Will they vote
aocording to the dictates of their hus-
bands, brothers and fathers, or will they
form their decisions independently? Can
they be bought? Can women politicians
be depended upon to deliver the goods, to
round up voters who will not bolt at the
laat moment?

All these questions have been discussed
for many years when plean have been
made either for or against woman suf-
frage, and they have been answered as a
rule aacording to the prejudices of the
speakers. Within the last few months,
however, politicians who do not make a
practice of attending suffrage meetings
are devoting time and energy to the con-
slderation of some of these problems, and
not from an academio point of view. The
reasons for this attitude will be evident
from a superficlal examination of the
vonditions in the six suffrage Btates.

Stateswomen Might Scoing.

California, which, according to the
iatest estimates, has nearly 400,000 women
voters, gave to President Taft In 1608 a
rlurality of only 86,000 over Bryan, and to
McKinley over Bryan in 1800 a plurality
of only 80.770, although Roosevelt obtained
in 1904 115,822 more votes than Parker.
It can easily be asen, therefore, that any
insue which would appeal strongly to
the women voters could swing the election
to one oandidate or another.

Bimilar oconditions prevall in other
Ntates. Washington, with an estimated
feminine vote of about 200,000, gave Mo-
Kinley & plurality of 12,623, Roosevelt In
904 1,422 and Taft 43,371, Colorado,
which has about 150,000 women votery,
gave Bryan in 1000 a plurality of 20,801,
Roosevelt a plurality of 84,852 and Bryan
'n 1008 & plurality of 3,040. Bryan carried

reason to suppose that they will vote

among women voters or among suffragists
not yet enfranchised in favor of any
Presidential candidate now in the fleld.
The Rev. Anna Shaw, president of the
National Woman Suffrage Association,
said last week that it was utterly im-
possible to prophesy what the women
would do.

Dr. Anna Shau's Views.

*Women as women have no special
interest in any of the men now before
the ocountry as probable candidates,®
she explained. “Therefore there ia every

as do men, aoccording to their party af-
filiations. Bo far as we now know there
will be no great principle at stake to be
settled one way or another at the com-
ing election, neither is there likely to be
any great moral issue.

“Speaking roughly I should say that
if there is any general bias among the
women of the suffrage States, it is in
favor of progressive Republicanism, and
if La Follette were to be nominated 1
think he would poll a large vote among
the women. The faot of his being a strong
advocate of woman suffrage would of
course gain for him not only the votes
of » great many women, but it would
also throw to his standard all of that
much vaynted indireot influence which
non-enfranchised suffragists possess as
women,

Other Candidates Alike.

*But with La Follette out of the run-
ning, it does not seem to me that there
{s & pin's difference among the men in the
fleld. President Taft speaks mildly in
favor of woman suffrage in the States
whers it exists, and i{a non-committal
when he speaks in other Statea. Taft,
however, seems to have well defined
ideas oconcerning questions of national
import, and shows no disposition to run
off at tangenta. His general reputation
for safeness and sanenesa appeals to a
very large element among all women,
and there {s no reason to belleve that
these things will not proportionately
{nfluence women voters.

*Woodrow Wilson refuses to commit
bhimself on the suffrage question. He
ocontinues to say that he is as yet unable
to make up his mind. His ideas regard-
ing certain forms of so-called progreassive
legislation will win him votes among
women aa well as among men, but those
who cast their ballota for him will do so
because of personal preference. There
will be no division over Gov. Wilson
along sex lines.

T. R. Has Juggled, She Says.

*As for Col. Roosevelt, he doesn't stand
for anything, apparently, except for
Col. Roosavelt, first, last and all the|
time. He has juggled with the suffrage |
question for years and there is at pres-
ent very little intereat among the women
who are working for the ballot as to what
his attituae may be on the subjeot.®

“In the event of his being nominated
by the Republican party, he would of
oourse get the votes of hoth the men and |
the women who make a practice of

fdaho in 1800 by & plurality of 2,218. Roose-

velt ran 20,303 ahead of Parker in the State | The women would not work for him as | and fully.

n 1004, and Taft heat Bryan by 16,526,

always standing by the straight tivket !

they would have done for La Follette, |

ﬁm‘:‘m Smite De oe,
DEATTLE, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL
COUNCIL, OF WOMEN VoTeRD

insert a woman suffrage plank in fits
platform at the coming national con-
vention it would spell victory for that
party. [ should not be in the least sur-
prised were such action to be taken,
and from present indications I should
say that we have more to hope for in
that line from the Demooratio party.®

Can't Agree as to Results.

It has been found impossible to get
even approximately aocurate statistios
regarding the women's vote in Presiden-
tial elections. As to the queetion as to
whether or no woman suffrage has been
& succesa in the States where it has ob-
tained for years, opimions are as far
apart as the poles. Enthusiastic advo-
cates of the cause assert that its only
influence has been for good, while the
antis declare that it has been an unmixed
evil. Bpeakers on each side faify bristle
with statistics, and innumerable state
ments from offioeholders, politiclana,
clergymen and educators are cited both
for and against.

As a sample of the point of view of
the antis, the following arraignment of
women voters in Colorado may be taken
as indicating the point of view of the
opposers of women muffrage. It was
written by a Denver anti:

“The bestowal of the ballot on women
practically doubles the field of the oor-
rupt parly boss, and the campaign com-
mittess make large appropriations for
toggery for influential club women and

Ifm- candy for other women, so that dress-

makers and oonfectioners are heartily
in favor of woman suffrage.

An Eoil, Says an Anli.

*S8o far as woman suffrage in large
cities is concerned, it is the opinion of
many who have made a close study of
the subject in all itsa phases that it is
practically an unlimited evil. There is
80 little that can be said in Its favor and
so much that can be proved against it
that ita advooatea gre wmply overwhelmed
whenever the matter is discussed fairly

“The officeholders of the equal suffrage

More than 60,000 women will be qualified | and it is possible that a good Democratic 'Htates, that is, the United States Con-

to vote In Idaho at the coming election.
Utah, with more than 70,000 women

| candidate might get a fair proportion
of insurgent votes. The same thing'

gressmen. Governora and legislators,
oppose woman suffrage but dare not say

\oters.gave to McKinley In 1060 a plurality | might be equally true, however, if Presi- so. They go on the stum

of 2,133 over Bryan, to Hoosevelt over dent Taft is the candidate, and it applins to favoryl: but whenonl? tl.:dypﬂr::rl.:
Parker 20,304 and 1o Taft 18,414, Wyo- | with equal force to men and to women.” | ghanoe to fight it without being found
‘ming, which has'only about 20,000 women “Is there nothing then that will be  out they may he found arrayed against
;‘uu’rn. Rll:\ -;IB:-‘luralw;' nig-lur-..!ny of 1,318, likely to influence a large proportion of | it."

OHOR0V @ S and Taft 5,820, Ohio, the woman vote?* she was asked ’ Naltios -
vhich gave Roosevelt & plurality of . “Just one thing that I can think of Iln':;h:)ub':l:lh::luwwom:lm’m:d“m
'58,421, gave Talt in 1908 only 69,501, right now,” replied Miss Bhaw. *“If criticism in this State.

There is aa ¥et no concarted movement ' either of tha great national parties should' *Woman suffrage .I.Il Colorado,® the

EOUAL SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE

-

Mes. HARRIET TAYLOR,
mmwmzswms
AYOCIATION, OHI0.

is hervine, is vice-president, and Omar E
Garwood is secretary, Mr. Garwood has
since his appointment defended the
| women of his State in many speeches and
| articles against every charge made by
| Mr. Barry. He cites a long list of laws
|for the benefit of women and children
|which he ass>rts are directly due to
| women's votes, and denies that women are
| unduly influenced by motives of political

|expediency or that they are open to |

| bribery and corruption even to the extent
: that men are.
| He refers to the election of Ben Lindrey
{ to the judgeship of the Juvenile Court of
' Denver in 190% as an evidence that when
| a moral issue is involved women will bolt
from political parties and vots according
| to the dictates of their conscienca. Judge
| Lindsey has told on hundreds of plasforms
| the story of the victory won for him by
{ the women of Denver after ha had been
rejected by both of the leading political
' parties,

As for the taking of bribes, Mr. Garwood

¥ SECR

OwmaAR E.GARWOOD, unn.

BTARY NATIONAL ME EAGUB
TOR EoualL QU"-‘RLA.' o

opening paregraph declares, °®is oon-
demned by the very interesta and for the
very reasons that ought to commend
it to every true democrat in the land.
The facts alleged against it are false, the
interests that originate them are preda-
tory and soclally vicious; the periodicals
and the individuals that ciroulate them
are of the depraved, the reactionary or
the dupe class. From every point of
oriticism, woman suffrage has been a
great clvio sucoess.”

Party Lines Disregarded.

The general opinion among recent In-
veatigators seems to he that woman
suffrage has not wraught the s oclal and
political changes either for good or for
evil which its friends and its enemiea
predicted for it. While it has not, they
allege, purified the general political at-
mosphere in the places where it has been
tried, particularly in large cities, it has
not, on the other hand led to any political
abuses which did not previously exist.

Women as a olass, they ooniena, take
more (nterest in local than in national
affairs, and whenever a morai issue is in-
volved in some local election it is safe to
predict that they will disregard party
lines and vote for the hast man, Women

have been whoily or partly responsible
relate to such questions as the guaraian-
ship of chidren, revision of the laws
of inheritance, the esiablishment of re-
formatories and educationa: institutions
of various kinds, the raising of the age of
consent for girls, and loal opiion regard-
in the sale of liquor, Women voters
have not in any very large numbers suo-
ported the Prohibition party, but they
have generally shown themselves in favor
of high license.

It is charged that woman suffrage has
Increased the influence of the Mormgn
Church both in Utah and in Idaho. The
Mormons, both men and women, vote
almost as & unit, and Mormon women are
Willing to walk long distances to the polls,
whereas Gentile women demand carriages.

There is a great difference of opinion
a8 to the part played in elections by
women of the underworld. Enemies of
suffrage declare that it is a large and im-
portant part, while ite adherents insist
that it is almost inappreciable. It is gen-
erally &dmitted that polling plaves are
more decent in the places where women
vote than in those where only men cast
ballots and that there is less drunken-
ness and disordarly conduct on the streets
on election day.

have not made any strenuous effort to
saoure publio offices excent those of Ntate
and county superintendents of educsation
and of county treasurer, It is generally
agreed that they have discharged the
duties of these offices in & satisfactory
manner. Women have also servea as
county olerks, assessors and ooroners
and have always shown a willingness to
sit upon juries, although in the older
ruffrage States it has not been oustomary
to impane: them except in sbecial cases,

Judge L!udm.y'a Victory.

As u result of an attack on equal sufflrage
in Colorado made by Richard Barry in
November, 1010, in # magazine the men.
of the Htate formed the (‘olorado Equal
Huffrage Aid Association, the purpose
of which is to disseminate information
regarding woman suffragoe. lta president
is ex-Gov. Alva Adams. lsaac N. Stevenas,
former District Attorney of Denver, and
author of a nowel of whioh Miss Ines

The acta of legisation for which they

Milholland, the Vassar Booclalist-suffragist,

;uyl that although large rewards were |
offered in Denver for evidences of vote |
| selling at the last election the only woman
| who was caught, so to speak,with the goods |
| on her was a very poor working woman
[wbo acoepted from a committeeman the
| sum of 10 cents with which to buy a pair
Eof shoestrings in order that she might
{ be presentable to go to the polis.
Another instance of the independence
iot the woman voter is the action of the

| women of Seattle, who as soon as they

obtained the ballot used it to recall Mayor
Gill. Gill succeeded in getting himself
| renominated recently but was over-
whelmingly defeated by what is described
as a practically solid female vote,

| The women of Los Angeles proved by
| their vote in the election of last November
that they intend to think for them-
golves on political matters. Before the
woman suffrage amendment was passed
by the vpters of Califo mia it was generally
supposed that the votes of the women
would be cast very largely for the Socialist
party. The election returns proved this
supposition to be erroneous.

While women have shown themselves
oconservative rather than radical upon
nearly all questions of publio policy
oconcerning which they have had an op-
portunity to register their opinions, the
initiative, referendum and recall have
heen eapecially popular among both the
women who vote and the women who
are hoping to vote. Dr. Cora Bmith
Eaton of Seattle, who married Dr. Judson
King, secretary of the National Referen-
dum League, in February, and who was
one of the most prominent workers in
the Washington suffrage campaign, is
an advocate of the measures that her
husband stands for, and has made many
speeches herself in favor of them.

The Governors of all the suffrage
States hdve warmly indorsed equal
suffrage over their signatures many
times, and so have legislators in the same

indorsements as evidence that the syatem
has been a sucoess, while the antis assert

tend to belleve in the votes of women in
order to save their politioal scalps. Prac-
tically all the newspapers in thess Rtutes
lalso indorse woman suffrage, but the
antis make similar charges against the
editors.

As regards other individuals and or-
gunizations equal franchise has been
formally indorsed by the American
Federation of Labor and by the Labor
Federations of twenty-one Ntates, Ntate
granges all over the country have gone
on record us being in favor of woman
suffruge, and long lists of clergymen of
all denominations have expressed their
approval of it.

Bhertly befare her death Mre. Julis

States. The suffragists point to thease | “%

that the offiosholders are forced to pre- | &N

Ward Howe sent a circular latter to all

the Episcopal, Congragational, Methodist,

Presbyterian and Baptist clergyvmen in

the suffrage States, to all the Congregas

Iuonal Sunday school superintendents

and to .tho editors of all the important
newspapers, asking for their opinions on

woman suffrage. Of those questicnod

sixty-two were opposed, forty-six vore

in doubt, and 516 were in favor,

Col. Rooscrell's Qbssrvations.

Theodore Roosevelt in an editorial
published in the Outlook on Feb, 3, which
both suffragista and antis quote as fav-
orable to their cause, wrote of the reslts
| of the votes of women as he had observed
| them,

{ “In our Western States where the suf-
| frage has been given to wamen,” ho says,
I“I am unable to see that any great d.fer-
| ence has been caused, as compared with
| neighborhood States of similar social
|and industrial <onditions where women
have not the suffrage. There has been
no very marked change in general po-
litical conditions ror in the social avd
industrial position of women. Yet wha
slight changoes have occurred have leeu
for the better and not the worse " ’

As a clinching culmination to the pres
ent suffragette activity here aud o road
a “speaking clazs” for the propor tuoring
of unseasoned and amateurish discipes
of woman suffrage doctrine has been
established by the New York Stato Sul-

frage Association. Women promu

| in the movement already declare the class
is destined to play one of the most -
portant parts, if not the most important

part, in the fu)ure effort toattain political
enfranchisement.

Carrying out the plan the Woman's
Suffrage party announces a class for ¢
Monday evenings, and other women's
organizations which have the interest of
big movements at heart have announcad
their intenticn of including public speak-
ing classes in their work.

Igvitations sent out by the New Yors
Stdte SBuffrage Association offering free
instruction in publio speaking huve boen
ocagerly accepted by interested young
women,

Last Thursday evening at the Siale
headquarters, No. 150 Madison aenus,
thirty-five young suffiragists demonsirated
that the art of oratory is not an inhoeriiod,
but an acquired quality,

“You wouldn’t think that throe woeeka |
ago most of these wspeakers =utciod
acutely from stage fright, wouli v

asked Mrs. Gertrude Nelson Andioaws,
director of the class.

“Most of the girls were so scared that
they couldn't talk for two cons= cntive
minutes. And now one of the difticities

I have is to keep them within the j1o-
scribed limit.

“Thery is a growing demand,” suid M.
Andrewk, “from the States c=pooindl?
where the campaign is active, 11 pood
suffrage speakers. There are not enoigh
at the present time. Fvery co "

speaker agdds dozens of converts 10 (he
use

“It is surprising how rapidly
women who have an interest in =
aoquire a ready delivery and scil ios

ce," ;
Then Mrs., Andrews explajned Lot i
method of grooming the young v ot
for campaign work.

*When I offered to teach women !
some of them laughed at e
women to talk! “Why is there any
woman who does not tise her voual
to excens?” thev usked me

“I explained that 1 wanted 1o
women to talk and think at the=at
The two, you know.,"” remarso
Andrews, reflectively, “are not W
closely ussoviated,

“Of course, | give thn ol
training in voice culture. |
them a good suffrage veed
urge the membors of the ol
carefully the newspapers for |
news, and then | call upon theim 1o 1ed
extemporansously on curient !
topice.




